
6:30 p.m. Monday March 6                                                               Birmingham Botanical Gardens                

Don’t forget !   POT LUCK DINNER AT 6:30!  Bring a dish to share, program at 7:00 

 

Many thanks to Bob & Ann Tate! 

Were it not for our good friends, Ann and Bob Tate, we might be holding the September meeting of the Blanche Dean Chapter 

outside in our cars in the BBG’s parking lot.                 

(Yes, you heard correctly!)  It seems that our room rent here at the Gardens has gone up from a modest $10/night to $65. This 
is to pay for having someone at the front desk for 4 hours.  When the Tates heard about our dilemma, they generously came to 
our rescue and offered to cover the $65 cost for the rest of the year until we can plan what to do for next year.  Thank you for 
this wonderful gift, Bob and Ann!  We are very appreciative! 

                       Hear speaker Lyn DiClemente update us on the Clean Water Act  

Lyn DiClemente (BS, MA - West Virginia University) has worked for the Jefferson County Commission in the 

County’s stormwater program for 12 years as Education Training Manager.   Her work includes identifying 

and bringing resources and opportunities to Jefferson County residents to help them become informed 

about stormwater impacts on water quality and involved in efforts to reduce water pollution in their com-

munities.  Drawing upon her more than 25 years of public relations and media experience, Lyn also writes 

articles for publication, produces a quarterly newsletter distributed to several thousand area residents, 

and serves as the media spokesperson for the program’s education efforts.   

 Ms. DiClemente’s presentation will include a brief history of the federal Clean Water Act, what Jefferson 

County is required to do to protect water quality, sources of stormwater pollution, what people can do to 

help prevent water pollution, how wildflowers and other native plants play an important role in protecting 

water quality, the elements of the stormwater education program, and how her program seeks to partner 

with other agencies and organizations to provide information and resources to change behaviors.  She can 

be reached at 205.325.8741 or lyn.diclemente@jccal.org. 

 
  
Don’t miss the wine and cheese na-
ture walk at Turkey Creek Preserve on 
April 29!  Reserve your tickets by April 
15.  See more below in our Fieldtrips listing. 
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BBG announces new Executive Director 

Friends of Birmingham Botanical Gardens is pleased to announce 

that Tom Underwood will be named Executive Director beginning 

in February 2017.   Underwood has served as Executive Director                                         

of the American Horticulture Society,   in Alexandria, Virginia                                            

since 2002, and                                                before that spent 23 

years at Walt Disney                                      World, where his last 

role was that of                                               Manager of Horticul-                              

tural Services.                                                  According to Friends                                      

of BBG, “Tom's background is a great fit to help us keep on track 

to become one of the nation's preeminent botanical gardens." 

Sunday, February 19, 2017.  

We had a great trip to Larry Stephens’ property to see early spring ephemerals such as trout lily, toothwort, and hepatica.  About 20 ea-
ger hikers met and had a fun afternoon tip toeing through hundreds of trout lilies!  Thank you Larry for being such a gracious host and shar-
ing your wonderland. 

Saturday, March 11, 2017  

Field trip to the Village Creek Canyon, a Fresh Water Land Trust Property.   Meet at 9:30AM in the Birmingham Botanical Gardens park-
ing lot near the exit.   Zac Napier, naturalist at the Turkey Creek Nature Preserve and former FWLT employee will be leading. We plan on 
seeing trout lily and other spring ephemerals. Canadian Hemlock have also been found in this area. Parking is limited at the Village Creek 
Canyon, so we will need to carpool. Dress for the weather. Moderate hike, bring water, snacks or sandwiches, hiking boots and walking 
sticks. Rain date for this hike is Saturday, March 18, 2017, same meeting place and time. Questions: Linda Sherk @205-415-1643(cell), 205-
672-9779 or email@blt111@bellsouth.net.  

 Saturday, March 25, 2017  

Visit the Wildwood Wildflower Preserve (formerly the El Paso Wildwood Preserve), also a Fresh Water Land Trust property.   Meet at 
9:30 AM at Walmart on Lakeshore Parkway in the Wildwood Shopping area. Bring water, snacks, sandwiches, hiking sticks (this preserve is 
on a steep hillside), dress for the weather and wear hiking boots or comfortable foot ware. Once again, parking is limited, so we will be 
carpooling. Look for Linda Sherk’s white Toyota Tacoma parked in the back close to the exit. Rain date for this hike is Saturday, April 1, 
2017. Same time and same meeting place. Questions: Linda Sherk  @205-415-1643(cell), 205-672-9779 or email@blt111@bellsouth.net.  
We appreciate the FWLT giving us permission to visit their preserves. This is the second of 3 field trips to their properties. 
 

Saturday, April 1, 2017    Michelle Reynolds will lead a wildflower hike at Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve from 10AM to 2PM. Ques-

tions: 205-833-8264. 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 
Join us for a Wine & Cheese Nature Walk at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve, Pinson, AL. We will meet at   2 p.m. in the parking area 

near the exit.  Plan to explore the forest led by the preserve’s education specialist, Zac Napier.  Rain date is Sunday, April 30, 2017. Cost is 

$10 but limited to 30 Blanche Dean and Friends of Turkey Creek members, so don’t wait to reserve your spot.  Interested parties can re-

serve by emailing friendsofTCNP@gmail.com or calling Karen Hutchinson@205-218-6800 before April 15th, payment to be made at the 

event. 

        

       Spring Wildflower Hikes 

 

 
2017 Spring and Fall Meetings 

Save the Dates! 
 
April 21-23 – Camp McDowell and the Bankhead National Forest. See Native Azaleas and lots of tril-
liums. We will lodge and eat on campus. Stough Lodge has been reserved just for us with a common area 
complete with fireplace, kitchen, and back porch overlooking the forest.  
Meals and rooms will be provided according to the rates shown below.  
Please send a check for your total to our treasurer, Margie Anderton, 271 CR 68, Killen, AL 35645 by Thurs-
day, March 30, 2017.  
Rates: Single Occupancy including meals: $225 OR Double Occupancy including meals: $290 or $145 
each 
 

    (Photo by Debbie Pezzillo)  
 
 
May 5-7 - DeSoto State Park and Little River Canyon. See lots of spring ephemerals including Pink 
Lady Slippers! A block of 20 rooms with two double beds each have been reserved for us.  
Meals are provided in dining area and payable at each meal.  
Room Rate is $79 per night or $158 for two nights. Breakfast is included!  
Call 1-800-568-8840 toll free or 256-845-5380 directly to reserve your own room. Use Group ID#1406. 
Deadline for placing your reservation is Monday, April 24, 2017.  
 

    (Photo by Brian Finzel)  

 
October 20-22 – Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge on Ft Morgan Peninsula and Gulf State Park. 
Gulf Shore Native plant expert and consultant, Fred Nation will be our guide! Lodging at the Holiday Inn Ex-
press & Suites, Gulf Shores. A block of 15 rooms with two queen beds each is reserved for our group. Room 
rate is $74 plus 11% tax or $82.14 per night. Deadline for making your reservation is Monday, September 18, 
2017. (Check in: 3:00 PM, Checkout: 11:00 AM.)  
Call (251) 948-6191 to make your reservation. Saturday night dinner fee will be additional, payable by check 
to Margie. Amount TBA but certainly affordable! Hope to see you there!  
 

Hope to see you at one or more of these exciting outings! 

    ALABAMA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY - BLANCHE DEAN CHAPTER 

 Minutes of September 12, 2016 

Linda Sherk, our president, welcomed 20 guests and members who gathered by 7:00 p.m. at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
East Room for our September, 2016 meeting.  

 

Members Present: Linda Sherk (President), Martin Schulman (Vice President) , Ken Hall, Ida Gleaton (Treasurer), Karen 
Hutchinson (Newsletter) , Chris Underwood (Newsletter), Carol Hunt, Margaret Murphy, Carol Ogle, Linda Xia, Susan Putnam, 
Julianna Richey, Verna Gates, Kathleen and John Stack, Steven Knop, Susan Suter, Dick Mills and Ken Wills (our speakers), and 
Debbie Pezzillo (Secretary and state Vice President).  

 

A short business meeting ensued: 

Announcements (Linda Sherk) 

If your street or email address has changed please let our treasurer, Ida Gleaton know. 

Michelle Reynolds will lead a hike this Saturday, September 17 to Little River Canyon.  

Save the dates of September 30-October 2 for the AWS Fall Meeting in Cullman. Our state secretary, Brian Finzel, 
who is also a great photographer and naturalist will share with us some of his best photos of local fall blooming 
wildflowers. Brian has created a database of bloom times for north central Alabama sites. It can be viewed online 
at the Alabama Wildflower Society website, www.alwildflowers.org. 

The George Wood Chapter of the AWS will host speaker, Dr. Sue Webb at the UA Arboretum starting at 2 PM. Dr. 
Webb will speak on Planting Natives to Support Pollinators. 

BD-AWS will have ready plants to give out to renewed and new members at our next November meeting. Plant spe-
cies TBA. 

BD-AWS has two positions that need to be filled. Please let Linda know if you are interested in being our historian or 
our Vice President in charge of field trips. Or you can be our new president and in that case, Linda will take on 
the job of VP. 

Join us Saturday, October 22 at 9 AM at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve for a potluck picnic and Ecoscape cleanup. 
Charles Yeager will introduce us to many fall natives growing there.  

Minutes From May 2 Meeting 

Minutes from the last meeting (published in the May newsletter) were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report (Ida Gleaton) 

 $1061.25 

 
Marty Schulman, our Vice President introduced our speakers, Dick Mills and Ken Wills who spoke with us documented with beau-
tiful slides about their efforts in restoring native prairies at Moss Rock Preserve and at Limestone Park. They have adopted both 
of these less-than-ideal sites in an attempt to restore a semblance of the native prairies that were once in Alabama prior to the 
advent of cotton farming.  

 
Ken lives on top of Moss Rock and began his career in the Birmingham area with a post at the Alabama Environmental Council. 
He currently serves as an Environmental Health Specialist for the Jefferson County Department of Health. He has co-authored a 
book with Dr. Larry Davenport to be out soon on bookshelves and available now for ordering at Amazon.com called, “Exploring 
Wild Alabama”. 

 
Dick now serves as an adjunct professor of biology at Birmingham Southern and Samford University. He has been involved with a 
number of restoration projects with the Birmingham Audubon Society. 

Dick also runs an adventure travel agency, World Discovery, that plans trips to such places as central & South America, the Gala-
pagos, & Africa (where he grew up). 

Ken and Dick provided us with a brochure about Moss Rock Pre-
serve and a handout that entailed the flora species they are trying to 
establish in these prairies. We were encouraged to see their Face-
book page, Friends of Moss Rock. Birmingham Audubon has a page 
as well not only in its name but also in the name of Birmingham 
Audubon Urban Bird Habitat Initiative. Ken says the best time to take 
a wildflower hike through the prairies is in the fall.  

 

Our next meeting is Monday, November 6 at the Birming-
ham Botanical Gardens @ 7 PM. The speakers are Pau-
lette Haywood Ogard and Sara Cunningham Bright, co-
authors of Butterflies of Alabama and leaders in the es-
tablishment of the online Alabama Butterfly Atlas.  
 
Meeting adjourned.  

                                                                                          

 Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                        Debbie K. Pezzillo, 

Secretary BD-AWS 

 
 

 
  

 
News from Oak Mountain State Park:  Prescribed burns of two longleaf pine areas  are now underway through March 
2017.  The burns will help keep the longleaf areas open to sunlight, as well as remove competing hardwoods and stimu-
late the growth of desirable understory plants.  The sites being burned are those around the upper fishing lakes and the 
campground. 

 
AWS announced awards of  $5,000 in scholarships in 2016 to 4 graduate students.  The deserving students are -- From 
Troy Univ., Dept. of Biological & Environmental Sciences –  Cameron Byrd, Matthew Parker, and Eric Minton; and from 
Auburn Univ., Dept. of Biological Sciences –  Elena Swick. 

Best wishes and congratulations to all! 

ALABAMA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY - BLANCHE DEAN CHAPTER 

Minutes of November 7, 2016 

Linda Sherk, our president, welcomed 24 guests and members who gathered by 7:00 p.m. at the Bir-
mingham Botanical Gardens East Room for our November, 2016 meeting.  

Members Present: Linda Sherk (President), Martin Schulman (Vice President) , Alicia and Ken 
Hall, Ida (Treasurer) and Charles Gleaton, Carol Hunt, Margaret Murphy, Carol Ogle, Linda Xia, Susan 
Putnam, Susan Barrow, Paulette Ogard (our speaker), Debbie Pezzillo (Secretary and state Vice Presi-
dent), Susan Hammack (state President), Jean Folsom, Angela Cleary, David Fowler, Ellen McLaughlin, 
Belle Prosser, Preston Rowe, James Lowery, Maurine Kokjohn, and Barry Smith.  

A short business meeting ensued: 

 Our treasurer, Ida Gleaton reported a total of $618.39. $320 was spent on our meeting room at the 
BBG. We are looking for a less expensive room to meet and are considering the Pump House in Cahaba 
Heights. 

Ida moved and Marty seconded and the motion carried to accept the minutes as published in the Sep-
tember newsletter. 

 Announcements 

 (Linda Sherk) Audubon Teachers Nature-Exploring Wild with Ken Wills and Larry Davenport on Sun-
day, November 20 from 2:00-4:00 

 (Susan Hammack) Our Blanche Dean Chapter of the Alabama Wildflower Society falls under the 501
(c)3 umbrella provided by the state society. Please join the AWS for ($10/Single or $15/Family) when 
you join our chapter. Details can be found on our BD-AWS membership form. (Mail your check made 
payable to the Alabama Wildflower Society to Margie Anderton, 271 County Road 68, Killen, AL 35645.) 
Our chapter dues can be collected by our Treasurer, Ida Gleaton at the March meeting of each new year 
or you can mail it to her at Blanche Dean Chapter – AWS, c/o Ida Gleaton, 3201 Argonne Forest Lane, 
Duncanville AL 35456. 

 Vice-President, Marty Schulman announced our Annual Pot Luck Meeting to convene on 
March 6, 2017 at 6:30PM. Lyn Diclemente will discuss storm water run-off, how it impacts water 
quality, how to prevent it and how using native plants in our landscape contributes to sustainability in 
many ways.  

He then introduced our speaker, Paulette Ogard. 

Program: Creating a Haven for Butterflies: Your Own 
Yard and Beyond by Paulette Ogard and Sara Bright who 
was unable to attend. A haven is a place that provides safety 
and the necessities of life for butterflies. Adults need nectar 
and are attracted to large masses of colorful flowers. Howev-
er, caterpillars need the host plants with which they have 
formed a relationship over thousands of years. Host plants 
are native plants that include canopy and understory trees, 
shrubs, vines, herbaceous plants and ground covers. Ala-
bama is full of natives that create a haven for caterpillars, adults, birds, and for ourselves. Paulette 
provided us with a handoutlisting highlighted plants for Alabama. Alabama butterflies have been un-
derstudied until just the last few years with the help of Vitaly Charnay, Dr.Mike Howell, Paulette and 
Sara, and numerous citizen scientists in Alabama. They have developed an educational website that 
will be live-linked to the Alabama Plant Atlas (floraofalabama.org). The new online tool is coming 
soon, which will be sure to delight butterfly enthusiasts all over the state. The Alabama Butterfly Atlas 
(ABA) will contain butterfly distribution maps, flight charts, identification tips, photographs, life history, 
and tips on gardening for butterflies. Users will be able to search for data by county, region, and se-
lected public lands. The atlas will be live-linked to the Alabama Plant Atlas (floraofalabama.org). 
However, before the ABA site can go online, $1,607 is still needed to cover website development 
costs. Butterfly and native plant lovers alike, our help is needed!  

   

  If you would like to donate, here’s how: Make out checks to the UWA (University of 
West Alabama) Foundation, and write “Alabama Butterfly Atlas” in the notation line. Mail.to: Lynda 
Harwell; UWA Foundation, UWA Station 6; Livingston, AL 35470. All contributions are tax-deductible. 

 

 

 Bee and butterfly on Butterfly Weed (Asclepius tuberosa) host plant for monarchs and great 
 nectar plant for all. (Photo provided by Debbie Klauss Pezzillo) 

Meeting adjouned. 

Respectfully submitted,   Debbie Klauss Pezzillo 

We remember these long-time members who have passed away 

Edythe Crumpton (1921-2016), otherwise known as Eddie, was a delightful lady with a beautiful smile and a great sense of humor. 

She died December 4.     

Louise “Weesie” Smith (1927 – 2016) was an early spokesperson for the conservation of Alabama’s wildest places and the native 

plants and animals that dwell there. She died this past New Year’s Eve.     

Maryalys Griffis (1934 – 2017) was a devoted member of the Blanche Dean chapter and served as our Treasurer until 2 years ago 

when a fire at her residence forced her to move.  Maryalys died at her home at St. Martins in the Pines on January 27.    All three indi-

viduals were devoted wildflower enthusiasts and will be sincerely missed. 

 
Southern Environmental History Symposium,Thursday, March 9, 2017 

8:30a.m.–noon at Auburn University.  Talks will examine the state’s 

environmental history and the historical intersections of nature and 

culture in the South.  For more information, or to register, visit 

https://aub.ie/environmentalhistory. The event is free and open to the 

public.  Co-sponsored by the Caroline Marshall Draughon Center for 

the Arts & Humanities and The Alabama Review.  

Annual dues support the cost of our frequent gatherings, the speakers at the meetings, our field trips and the newsletter. Although mem-
bership dues are accepted throughout the year monies are formally collected 

at the annual pot luck meeting in March. 

 
If you would like to pay your dues, please make your check payable to 

 
Blanche Dean Chapter – AWS and send it to our treasurer: 

Ida Gleaton - 3201 Argonne Forest Lane - Duncanville AL 35456 

Individual Membership is $10; Family Membership is $15. 

Thanks for supporting our society with your membership. 

 

To be watched for on 
March 25 hike-- 
Toothwort , a wild, 
edible and nutritious 
food! 

visit us on facebook 

www.alabamawildflower.org 

President - Linda Sherk 

Vice President of Programs - Marty Schulman 

Treasurer – Ida Gleaton 

Secretary - to be announced 

Newsletter – Chris Underwood 

Web Site - Karen Hutchinson 
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