
ALABAMA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY – BLANCHE DEAN CHAPTER 

Minutes of March 5, 2017 

 

Tonight’s meeting was again held at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. It was the 

initial meeting of the year and began with a moment of silence for all of our fallen 

comrades in recent times. The annual Pot Luck Dinner followed at about 6:30 pm. To 

the memory of all present, first time NO ONE brought a dessert. Omen? Attending 

were the following members:John and Kathleen Stack, Chris Underwood, Linda Sherk, 

Carol Ogle, Carol Hunt, Linda Xia, Chris Boles, Ann Katholi, Patrick Daniel, Michelle 

Reynolds, Ellen McLaughlin, Ida and Charles Gleaton, Marty Schulman, Karen 

Hutchinson and Susan Hammack 

     After the groceries were sinfully ingested, President Sherk called the regular 

meeting to order. Treasurer, Ida Gleaton, announced that there was $778.75 in the 

coffers. Both chapter and state dues were later collected for the year. Other an-

nouncements included: 

1) On Sat., 4-1-17, from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm, there will be an Easter Egg Hunt at Oak 

Mtn. State Park. Our AWS chapter will have a presentation. If you are able to help, 

please contact Susan Hammack. 

2) Tuesday, 4-11-2017, will be UAB Earth Day. If you are available to help, please con-

tact Susan Hammack. 

3) The family of Jane Rosborough donated nature books to our chapter. Many of 

these books went to the nature center at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve, some to Bir-

mingham Audubon’s lending library, some to our members and the rest to the Bir-

mingham Botanical Garden’s Library. 

4) In February , Larry Stephens generously invited our group to see the trout lily 

blooming in his garden for the second year in a row. 

5) Several trips are forthcoming, such as to Village Creek Canyon, Wildwood Wildflow-

er Preserve, Ruffner Mtn. Nature Preserve with Michelle Reynolds, and Turkey Creek 

Nature Preserve. Check our Facebook page or email blt111@bellsouth.net for details. 

     Our presentation tonight was given by Lyn DiClemente, dealing with the Jefferson 

County Storm Water Program. Lyn is employed by the Dept. of Development Services, 

Jefferson County Commission. Her specialty is public education, or outreach. 

     Lyn’s department and its work is the result of the Federal Clean Water Act of dec-

ades’ past. When asked of “Why have water quality regs?”, she can quickly describe 

the terrible aftermath of the steel mill pollution in Ohio and Pennsylvania years ago. 

Examples of neglect wreak havoc. 

     There was a very small amount of regulation in the 1800’s but not until 1948 was 

there a Federal Water Pollution Control Act. The Clean Water Act came to be in 1977 

and the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Program in 1987. The Clean 

Water Act was directed at point source of pollution and the NPDES at non-point 

source. 

The goal of the NPDES permits for industries, construction, and municipalities is to 

prevent harmful pollutants from entry into drinking sources and other sensitive areas. 

In 1995, the first permits were issued for sites in Jefferson, Madison, Mobile, Mont-

gomery and Shelby Counties. 

     What happens to storm water when it hits the ground is a function of numerous 

variables as, is it a natural or built environment, the infiltration properties, the volume 

and speed of runoff, etc. We, the consuming public, can help minimize damage by 

using rain barrels, creating rain gardens (preferably with native flora), diverting rain-

spouts, advocating alternative paving, creating ecosystems with wildlife and decreas-

ing the usage of extensive turf, mulching and composting, seeking alternatives to pes-

ticides, cleaning up pet waste, and properly disposing of trash. On average, we have 

55” of rainfall in Alabama annually. 

     Learn to know current knowledge and contemporary public behavior. Incorporate 

findings to determine the best method of communicating with the public. (the choir 

does not constitute a church). Practice partnership and collaboration with govern-

ment, faith, educational, professional, and commercial entities. Audience diversity 

significantly increases message credibility. 

     The informative presentation concluded at 8:15 pm. Discussion continued for an-

other twenty minutes. 

Our next gathering of the souls will be on Monday, April 3, 2017 at 7:00 pm at the 

Birmingham Zoo auditorium. It will be a joint meeting with the Alabama Paleontologi-

cal Society. Dr. Jenny McGuire will speak on “What happens to ecosystems after the 

megafauna go extinct?”. The society meets at Tazikis on Hwy. 280 at 5:30 pm and the 

Wildflower group is invited to participate in the breaking of bread, also.                                                 

 With the best of intentions, 

                                                                                                                             

Charles E. Gleaton, Recorder 

 

Blanche Dean Chapter 

of the Alabama Wildflower Society 

APRIL 2017 Newsletter      

Note!  Change of Location for April meeting –   
Birmingham Zoo Auditorium at 7 p.m.   

What happens to ecosystems after the megafauna 
go extinct? 

On Monday, April 3, the Blanche Dean Chapter of AWS 

will have a joint meeting with the Alabama Paleontologi-

cal Society at 7:00 p.m. at the Birmingham Zoo Auditori-

um.  The speaker will be Dr. Jenny McGuire, who will talk 

on the subject of the effect that the extinction of large 

animals, or megafauna, has on their environment.   

“Megafauna” is a term used by archaeologists and 

paleontologists to refer to any extinct mammal weighing 

more than 100 pounds, such as woolly mammoths, saber 

tooth cats, giant ground sloths, dire wolfs, etc.   

   As an undergraduate, Dr. McGuire was a dual major in 

Earth & Ocean Sciences and Biological Anthropology & Anatomy at Duke University.  After 

taking time off to work as a scientist-in-the-park at Zion National Park, she began graduate 

school at University of California at Berkeley.   There, she studied Quaternary paleontolo-

gy and how species have responded to changing environmental conditions. Since then, 

she has held postdoctoral positions at the National Evolutionary Synthesis Center in 

Durham and the University of Washington. She is now research faculty at Georgia Tech.    

For the last several years, Dr. McGuire has spent summers participating in 

Excavations of Natural Trap Cave, Wyoming, a site that records the detailed history 

 of the dynamic changes in mammal communities over the past 150,000 years. 

 Prior to our April meeting, the Paleontological Society is gathering at Tazikis  

On Hwy. 280 at 5:30 pm for dinner, and has invited Blanche Dean members to  

join them.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                         Dr. Jenny McGuire, 

Research Faculty, Georgia Tech. Univ. 

 

BBG Spring Plant Sale 

Returns to Macy’s upper parking lot at Brookwood Village   April 7 – 9 

 Friday, April 7             9 a.m - 7 p.m. 

Saturday, April 8        9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 9          11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Proceeds from the more than 100,000 plants offered for sale will 

 be used to fund the BBG’s  Discovery Field Trips – the free educa-

tional outings attended by  thousands of Birmingham schoolchil-

dren each year. 

 

 
Saturday, April 1, 2017     Wildflower hike at Ruffner Mountain Nature Pre-

serve                          

Michelle Reynolds will lead, from 10AM to 2PM.  Questions:  205-833-8264. 

 

Saturday, April 15, 2017   Wildflower walk  on the Cahaba River National 

Wildlife Refuge, West Blocton, The hike will be led by Linda Sherk of Bibb Co. Citi-
zens for Wildflowers.  From Highway 24, turn off onto River Rd. Go down River Rd about 
1 + mile, and meet at the “Turn A Round “Area.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Ca-
haba River NWR.  Bring good walking shoes, hats, water, and bug spray. For Questions 
Contact Suzanne McKinley 205-365-2723  Suzie7mac@aol.com 
Saturday, April 29, 2017   

Join us for a Wine & Cheese Nature Walk  at Turkey Creek Nature Preserve, Pin-

son, AL. We will meet at   2 p.m. in the parking area near the exit.  Plan to explore the 

forest led by the preserve’s education specialist, Zac Napier.  Rain date is Sunday, April 

30, 2017. Cost is $10 but limited to 30 Blanche Dean and Friends of Turkey Creek mem-

bers, so don’t wait to reserve your spot.  Interested parties can reserve by email-

ing@friendsofTCNP@gmail.com or calling Karen Hutchinson@205-218-6800 before 

April 15th, payment to be made at the event. 

April 21-23 – AWS Spring Meeting at Camp McDowell, Bankhead Na-
tional Forest.  

See Native Azaleas and lots of trilliums. We will lodge and eat on campus. 
Stough Lodge has been reserved just for us with a common area complete 
with fireplace, kitchen, and back porch overlooking the forest.  

 
May 5-7 – AWS DeSoto State Park and Little River Canyon to see 

spring ephemerals, including Pink Lady Slippers!      A block of 20 
rooms with two double beds each have been reserved for us. Meals are pro-
vided in dining area and payable at each meal. Room Rate is $79 per night 
or $158 for two nights. Breakfast is included. Call 1-800-568-8840 toll free 
or 256-845-5380 directly to reserve your own room. Use Group ID#1406. 
Deadline for placing your reservation is Monday, April 24, 2017.  
         

Wildflower hikes with the Mississippi  
Dept. of Wildlife, Fisheries, & Parks 

 
Saturday, April 8, 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at the Crosby Arboretum in Picayune, MS.                                                       

Join Heather Sullivan, Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, & Parks Botanist, 

for a spring walk through the Arboretum’s exhibits. She will discuss ferns and flowers 

encountered along the journey. The program is free to Crosby members; non-members 

$5. Register by April 7.  Boots recommended.  

Saturday, April 8, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. at the Crosby Arboretum in Picayune, MS. Join Arbo-
retum staff members Jennifer Buchanan and Pat Drackett on this field walk to explore 
the carnivorous species of plants found in the Savanna Exhibit and their habitats, in-
cluding sundews, bladderworts, and pitcher plants. Crosby Members free; non-
members $5. Register by April 7.  Boots recommended. 

Saturday, May 20, 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. at the Crosby Auditorium in in Picayune, MS.  
Learn to recognize and enjoy many of the thirty species of orchids native to the Gulf 
Coast! Glen Ladnier, long-time orchid enthusiast and member of the Gulf Coast Orchid 
Society, will discuss habitats, plant and flower characteristics, and touch on common 
conservation techniques, before leading a short field walk to visit native orchids bloom-
ing in the Arboretum exhibits. Crosby Members free; non-members $5. Register by May 
19.  

Wednesday –Sunday 9 -5 p.m. Native Orchids of South Mississippi I 
Reservations: Call the Arboretum office at (601) 799-2311 for questions, and to make 

program reservations. Physical Address: 370 Ridge Road, Picayune, MS 3946 6Hours of 

Operation: Wednesday-Sunday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Thursday, May 25 (yes a Thursday) Tishomingo State Park, northeast Mississippi  
Explore the trails of this great park with Heather Sullivan.  Meet at the lodge in the park 

at 10 a.m.  We will see lots of plants that are unique to this area.  Hiking boots and 

sticks are recommended.  $4 park fee per vehicle.  Please let me know by May 19th if 

you want to join me:  heather.sullivan@mmns.state.ms.us 

 Saturday, June 17  Harrell Hill Prairie 
This is a joint field trip with Alabama NPS.  Meet at the Wendy’s in Forest, Mississippi at 
8 a.m.  This is just north of the interstate exit to Forest (exit 88) on Hwy 35.  The restau-
rant will be closed, but there is a service station nearby.  We will then drive to the prai-
rie: from Wendy’s, turn right (east) on Erle Johnston Drive and continue to its end at 
Hwy 501.  Turn left (north) on Hwy 501, and then right (east) on Forest Service Road 
518.  Bring shade (hat, umbrella, etc.), water, bug spray.  We will stay as long as it is 
comfortable, then move down the road to the red cockaded woodpecker colony.  
Please let me know by June 12th if you want to join me:  
heather.sullivan@mmns.state.ms.us 

 

Spring Wildflower 

Hikes 

Have you ever noticed that invasive 
shrubs leaf out before natives in the sping? 

And stay green longer in the fall? 

Become a Citizen Scientist! 

Join the Shady Invaders Campaign now 
underway 

Did you know that invasive shrubs bud earlier in the spring and shade the 
forest floor, just at the time when our native herbs, tree seedlings, insects, and reptiles 
depend on being able to receive greater sunlight?  The result is that invasive shrubs 
are top competitors for our native shrubs.   

Shady Invaders is a project created by researchers at Penn State University 
to explore the timing of leaves on invasive and native shrubs. The goal of the project is 
to start quantifying Extended Leaf Phenology (ELP), on a regional scale, so that we can 
understand the impact of increased shading on deciduous forest ecosystems.  

Jan Midgley  
Sowing Native Seeds 

Story by Michelle Reynolds photo by Bob Farley 
 

She officially retired from her nursery in December 2016 and she now 
works as a volunteer with the Native Plant Group at the Birmingham Bo-
tanical Gardens teaching propagation. She has also offered to help Ruff-
ner Mountain and Turkey Creek Nature Preserves. With leftover stock 
from her own nursery, she shares with these groups to help build invento-
ry for the  native plant nurseries.  The new plants are then sold at annual 
sales to 
benefit the centers where they are grown. And many plants are donated to 
various organizations and habitat gardens around the region – pollinator 
gardens, butterfly gardens, urban bird habitat gardens, restoration areas 
and conservation plots, etc.  
 
I visited the native plant group at the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens back 
in December for the last workday 
before the holidays. In their green 
aprons, they all looked like elves. In 
an assembly line, they were huddled 
in around the tables mounded with 
soil and pots, putting their green fin-
gers to work. “I thought I was com-
ing here to teach,” Jan said, “but I’m 
learning a lot working with this 
group.” Being the student as well as 
the teacher makes her a comrade, and 
she gives credit instead of taking it.  
She says she is not a gardener, but I 
don’t know any other gardeners who 
can do what she does with plants. 
Her contributions and support to con-
servation groups, to botanists, ecol-
ogists, native plant conferences, to 
gardeners and to gardens are invaluable. 
For the complete story see our website 
http://alabamawildflower.org/newsletters.html 

Turkey Creek Nature Preserve Hike,  

March 12, 2017 

As new technology is developed, scientists are provided 

new ways of collecting information about our natural 

world. Many of these new technologies have been 

adapted so that an average citizen can collect real, certi-

fiable data.  

 

This Naturalist hike highlighted an application for 

smartphones called iNaturalist. This app allows anyone 

with a smartphone to document species by taking a geo-

referenced photograph. From here, you can attempt to 

identify the object in the photo, or allow it to be described 

through crowdsourced species identification. This gives 

you the opportunity to have your own personal naturalist 

resource whenever you decide to go. Well, that is as 

long as your battery is charged!  

 

The goal of the Naturalist hike was to inspire people to 

look deeper into our natural areas, and put names to fac-

es. Flower faces, salamander faces, bird faces, and 

more. This informal naturalist led hike focused on intro-

ducing familiar species, as well as those lesser-known 

ones.  

 

We downloaded the free app from the app store (Iphone) 

or google play (android) before our hike.  

The duration of the hike was about 1.5 miles over two 

hours. The hike was rated as easy, but we were off trail 

at certain times hiking up hills and uneven terrain.  It was 

agreed that using the app was a great way to learn spe-

cies and be able to return at another time and find the 

species again. 

Linda Sherk reports we found these 46 species: 

Alder serrulata – Tag Alder 

Antennaria sp. –Pussy Toes 

Arundinaria sp-Native Bamboo 

Asimina triloba _ Common Paw-
paw 

Carpinus caroliniana –Muscle 
Wood/American Hornbeam 

Cercis Canadensis –Eastern Red-
bud 

Chasmanthium latifolium – River 
Oats 

Chasmanthium sessiliflorum – 
Longleaf Wood Oats 

Cladonia rangiferina –Reindeer 
Lichen 

Claytonia caroliniana – Spring 
Beauty 

Clematis virginiana – Virgin’s 
Bower 

Clematis sp 

Clinopodium georgianum – Geor-
gia Basil/Georgia Calamint 

Decumaria Barbara – Climbing 
Hydrangea/Woodvamp 

Epigaea repens-Trailing Arbutus 

Equisetum hymenale-Tall Scour-
ing Rush  

Fagus grandifolia – American 
Beech 

Heterotheca graminifolia-
Grassleaf Golden Aster/Silk Grass 

Heuchera Americana-Alumroot 

Hydrangea quercifolia – Oak Leaf 
Hydrangea 

Hypericum sp 

Hypericum gentianoides – Or-
ange Grass/Pineweed 

Hustonia sp. – Bluet 

Justica Americana – Water Wil-
low 

Kalmia latifolia – Mt. Laurel 

Magnolia, Paper? 

Micranthes virginiensis –Early 
Saxifrage 

Opuntia sp- Prickly Pear 

Ostrya virginiana – Hop Horn-
beam 

Packera gabellus- Butterweed 

Packera obovate –Roundleaf 
Ragwort 

Pinus palustris – Longleaf Pine 

Polpodium polypodiodes –
Resurection Fern 

Polystichum acrostichoides-
Christmas Fern 

Prunus serotine –Black Cherry 

Quercus alba – White Oak 

Ranuculus sp 

Rhododendron canscens- Pied-
mont Azlea 

Rudbekia laciniata – Cutleaf 
Coneflower 

Silene virginica – Fire Pink 

Thalictrum pubescens – Tall 
Meadow Rue 

Tipularia discolor-Cranesfly Or-
chid 

Vaccinium sp 

Viola walteri-Walter’s Violet 

Witches’ Broom caused by infec-
tion by fungi or phytoplasmas, 
genetic mutations, etc. 

Zizia aurea – Golden Alexander 

 
 
Annual dues support the cost of our frequent gatherings, the speakers at the meetings, our 

field trips and the newsletter. Although membership dues are accepted throughout the 
year monies are formally collected  

at the annual pot luck meeting in March. 
 

If you would like to pay your dues, please make your check payable to 
 

Blanche Dean Chapter – AWS and send it to our treasurer:  
Ida Gleaton - 3201 Argonne Forest Lane - Duncanville AL 35456 

Individual Membership is $10; Family Membership is $15. 
Thanks for supporting our society with your membership. 

 

 

 

TREES AND TREE BARK BIOTA 
PD 207   A SPRING NATURAL HISTORY COURSE 

SATURDAY APRIL 29, 2017 

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY BIOLOGY DEPART-

MENT 
 

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

ROOM 242 PROPST HALL,  BIOLOGY DEPT. 

DR. ELLEN MCLAUGHLIN, INSTRUCTOR 
 

Learn about the common trees in a one day class. One field trip will be 

taken; one  to the Homewood Forest Preserve and to the Shades Creek 

wetland.  The common woodland trees in each habitat will be identi-

fied.  In the laboratory, the microscope will be used to examine the flo-

ra and fauna living on tree bark.  This would include lichens, mosses, 

ferns and insects.  Other plants and animals living in the tree tops will 

also be noted.  Organisms living on dead trees, tree branches and  leaf 

litter will also be identified.  Bring a digital camera for photography 

and field guides. Counts towards a Natural History Certificate.   

Instructor:  Dr. Ellen W. McLaughlin,  Dept. of Biological and Envi-

ronmental Sciences, Retired.   Meets at Samford University Biology 

Dept.  Probst Hall Room 242. Meets 9am to 1pm.  You can bring a 

snack or drink but coffee will be available. 

Cost:  Free.   Email Dr. McLaughlin to register so she will have enough 

syllabi printed up. 

Email is       ewmclaug@samford.edu.(205)  595-080 

 

BIRDS AND BLOOMS 

PD 205   A SPRING NATURAL HISTORY 
COURSE 

SATURDAY APRIL 1, 2017 
SAMFORD UNIVERSITY BIOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

 

9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
ROOM 242 PROPST HALL,  BIOLOGY DEPT. 
DR. ELLEN MCLAUGHLIN, INSTRUCTOR 

 
Learn about Birds and Spring wildflowers in a one day class. A field trip 
will be taken to the Homewood Forest Preserve and the Shades Creek 
Greenway.  Using binoculars (provided) we will identify Spring birds, as 
well as the common woodland and roadside wildflowers in bloom.  We 
will then return to the laboratory and use the microscope to study flower 
structure with a special emphasis on the Mint and Composite Fami-
lies.  Bring a small digital camera for photography and an identification 
books if you have them A visit to the Samford University Herbarium is 
planned. 
Counts towards a Natural History Certificate.   
Instructor:  Dr. Ellen W. McLaughlin,  Dept. of Biological and Environ-
mental Sciences, Retired. Meets at Samford University Biology 
Dept.  Probst Hall Room 242. Meets 9am to 1pm.  You can bring a 
snack or drink but coffee will be available. 
Cost:  Free.   Email Dr. McLaughlin to register so she will have enough 
syllabi printed up. 
Email is       ewmclaug@samford.edu.     (205)  595-0806 

 

 

Wild Flower Walk 

At 

Cahaba River National Wildlife Refuge 

River Rd. off Highway 24 

West Blocton, Al 35184 

Saturday, April 15 @10 a.m. 

Go down River Rd, about 1 + mile 

Meet At the “Turn A Round “ Area 

Sponsored by the Friends of the Cahaba River NWR   

Led by Linda Sherk of Bibb Co. Citizens for Wildflowers 

 Bring good walking shoes, hats, water, and bug spray 

 

 For Questions Contact Suzanne McKinley 205-365-2723 

Suzie7mac@aol.com 
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