
ALABAMA WILDFLOWER SOCIETY -  

BLANCHE DEAN CHAPTER  

Join us on April 2nd, 7pm at the BBG and 
welcome young wildflower researcher,  

Kate LeCroy. 
 
Kate LeCroy, a junior biology major and Harrison Scholar 
at Birmingham-Southern College, was rewarded for her 
research efforts aimed at documenting plant species in a 
particular habitat. 
 
She was awarded the 2011 Blanche Dean Scholarship 
of $1,500 from the Alabama Wildflower Society. The 
award will fund her research at the large limestone quarry 
of the Ruffner Mountain Nature Center where she already 
has conducted a survey of flowering plants for 
environmental review. 
 
Her work is par-supervision by BSC Visiting Assistant 
Professor of Biology Dr. Peter Van Zandt and in 
collaboration with Dr. Larry Davenport of an independent 
biology research course she's continuing through an 
Interim Term at Samford University. 
 
LeCroy of Pleasant Grove has been invited to talk 
about her research at the Alabama Wildflower Society 
meeting on April 2nd to be held at the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens. 
 
LeCroy received a Preparing Leaders and Nurturing 
Tomorrow's Scientists (PLANTS) Grant from the 
Botanical Society of America. She was one of only eight 
students nationwide selected to receive the grant, which 
supported her attendance at the Botany Conference in 
Providence, R.I.  "One of the connections she made at 
that meeting was with the Planting Science program that 
connects grade school science classes with college-level 
mentors," said Van Zandt. "This has given Kate a venue 
to share her newfound enthusiasm for plants and 
botanical research." 
 
The Dean Scholarship is available to undergraduate and 
graduate students who are engaged in research in the 
areas of botany/ecology in Alabama. It honors the late 
Blanche E. Dean, an educator and environmental activist. 
A committee selects the recipients based upon the merit 
of the proposal they submit. 

Saturday, March 31 - Field Trip to Perry Lakes – The Blanche Dean 

Chapter of AWS has been invited by Dr. Thomas Wilson of Judson 

College to help identify native plants at Perry Lakes . Since it is ap-

proximately a 1 ½ hour drive , We will meet @ 8:00AM behind the gas 

station in front of Wal-Mart @ exit 238 (Alabaster, after the tank farm 

exit). We will caravan from there to Perry Lakes .  Bring a picnic lunch. 

Check out their website: http://www.perrylakes.org/ 

Ida and Charles Gleaton have invited us to come by their home (in Dun-

canville)on the way back from Perry Lakes and cookout. Please let me 

know if you are able to join us in some good native plant enthusiast com-

panionship. I plan on joining them for a good visit. 

 

Sat., May 5 – Field trip Mark and Sharon Leader’s 40 acre property 

in Blount County . Meet at 9:00AM in the Roebuck Plaza Wal-Mart. 

Bring a picnic lunch . For those that are interested the Blount County 

Master Gardeners are having a plant sale that day too. Directions: From 

Birmingham on I-59 North take the Tallapoosa exit and merge onto high-

way 79 through Tarrant.  This is the route you would take to the Turkey 

Creek Preserve.  Instead of turning left to go to Turkey Creek turn right 

onto highway 75.  Stay  on 75 all the way through Oneonta, about 20 

miles.  Pass Wal-Mart, the highway construction, and the Jehovah’s Wit-

ness church.  Just past the church turn right onto County Highway 42.  Go 

about 4.5 miles and turn left onto Tugalo Road .  Go about .5 miles to 

#2353.  Turn right and pass through the black cross-tie gate.  You won’t 

see the house from the road. There’s plenty of parking behind our house. 

Register now for the upcoming AWS—Spring Meeting! 

Hosted by the Blount County Chapter 

 

Hi  I need some help - we have photos on our website regarding wildflowers on the 
Refuge - I need some content on each one (if possible) - would you send an email 
to all the Wildflower members and ask if they would go to cahabafriends.com - un-
der the Refuge tab then choose Refuge Wildflowers—look at the photos and give 
me some info - such as which season you would find the flower and where. 
Thanks           Paula   grits21@netzero.com  

AWS Spring Meeting—Blount County on April 13-15, 2012 
 The Blount County Chapter of the Alabama Wildflower Society will host an annual 
spring meeting this year on the weekend of Apr 13-15. Several sites have already 
been identified for the group to visit in order to see as many charismatic spring plants 
as possible.  We will be in the field on Saturday (all day) and Sunday morning. An 
exact itinerary with maps will be produced closer to the meeting date.  We will also 
have a program on Saturday night after dinner. 
Lodging and meals have been arranged at beautiful Camp Sumatanga in Gallant. We 
will be staying in The Lodge, a very clean  building with dorm style wings where we 
have reserved 2 wings each with 14 rooms. Each room has two bunks and a sink.  
You will need to bring linens (or sleeping bag) and towels. 
REGISTRATION: 
For registration, please choose the best option below for you/and family. [double 
occupancy] 
Option #1: Friday and Saturday night including 6 meals = $110 per person 
Option #2: Saturday night including 3 meals = $55 per person 
Option #3: Saturday (breakfast, lunch, supper) = $28 per person 
Option #4: Saturday supper only = $12 per person 
 
Make checks or money orders payable to "Alabama Wildflower Society". 
Also, include in the memo, the option and number of people the check covers. 
Mail them to:   Margie Anderton   271 County Road 68   Killen, Alabama 35645 
 
***DEADLINE:   In order for Camp Sumatanga to make plans for meals, please 
register NO LATER THAN April 3rd. 
For more information contact either Jerry Jones, President of the Blount County 
Chapter, or Brian Keener, Vice President of the Wildflower Society. 
This is all off-trail, including a steep descent and ascent. Several creek crossings. 
Wear long pants & hiking boots or other sturdy footwear. Hiking poles or walking 
sticks and extra socks recommended. Bring lunch, water & snacks.  
After the hike (if time allows) we will visit Colbert County's world famous Coon Dog 
Cemetery, just a few minutes from our trailhead. 
http://www.coondogcemetery.com/index.html 
Directions  From Birmingham:   
Take I-65 N for app. 50 miles to Cullman.  
Take the AL-157 exit (Exit 310).  
At the end of the ramp, turn left onto AL-157 N (toward Moulton).   Continue on AL-
157 for app. 55 miles, passing through Moulton, AL on the way. Merging with AL-20 
W (alt US-72 W), continue for another 4.3 miles into Muscle Shoals, AL  At the large 
intersection with US-43 (where AL-157 & AL-20 turn right), continue straight onto US-
72 W.  
Go 2.4 miles on US-72 W.  The Rocking Chair Restaurant will be on the right, just 
past the Alabama Music Hall of Fame, on the left. 

Cahaba Friends ask for help with identification of wildflowers. 
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Minutes of March 5, 2012 
     The Society commenced with its annual Pot Luck dinner (aka La Fiesta 

Grande, or Botanical Gluttony) at 6:30 p.m. at the Birmingham Botanical Gar-

dens. It was enjoyed to the fullest. 

     The regular meeting was called to order by President Linda Sherk at 7:10 

p.m. Business items included: Fees are due for annual membership renewal; 

Dr. Ellen McLaughlin of the SAMFORD AFTER SUNDOWN Program will 

soon be offering a “Spring Wildflowers” one-day course; BBG will be offer-

ing a seminar emphasizing fifty plants on April 4; and the Ruffner Nature Pre-

serve will have a program on urban birds AND a plant sale on April 14. 

     Officer Marty Shulman introduced our speaker for tonight, Dr. Mike Hard-

ing from the University of Montevallo. His eye-popping topic was “Molecular 

evidence of hybridization between Liatris oligocephala (Asteraceae) and a 

more-widespread conoger: a preliminary assessment of the potential for ex-

tinction”. As one of our more illustrious and colorful members foretold, the 

following will essentially be “(just) the gist of it”.  Gist tis. 

     The setting for our topic was once again the unique Bibb County Glades, 

discovered by Jim Allison in 1992.   Affecting the preservation and conserva-

tion of rare and endangered species requires the availability of suitable habitat, 

and the maintenance of genetic constitution, the latter comprising natural se-

lection, sexual selection, random genetic drift, and hybridization. Introgression 

is a phenomenon whereby genetic assimilation CAN lead to extinction of pure 

breeds. 

     To determine the event of extinction via hybridization requires three occur-

rences, namely, evidence of hybrids, determination of the hybrids being sterile 

or not, and evidence of introgression. 

     The two subjects for Dr. Hardig were the Liatris oligocephala and the Liat-

ris cylindracea.  With the accumulation of much time and work, and the usage 

and analysis of molecular markers and morphological characters, studying 

chloroplast (rbcL), haplotypes, and polarity, the existence of hybrids was es-

tablished.  Sterility?  The occurence of introgression?   These questions will 

require more time and data. 

     As would be expected, extinctions would require the passing of any num-

ber of generations. Greenhouse trials would be very useful with these studies 

and very likely will become a modus operandi. 

     The very informative meeting concluded shortly after 8:00 p.m. (wonders 

becoming extinct is scary!). 

     There will be a field trip to Monte Sano (Virginia bluebells) on March 24 

and to Perry Lakes on March 31.  Our next meeting will be April 2 when our 

speaker will be Kate LeCroy. 

                                                                                            

Respectfully submitted, Charles E. Gleaton, Recorder 

 

Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve and Birmingham Audubon Society 
are getting together to Grow Native and Celebrate Urban Birds for 
the Ruffner Mountain Native Plant Sale on Saturday, April 14th from 
9AM to 3PM.  
 
Birds are a familiar and welcome sight to city dwellers and are like 
old friends. As spring blossoms and tender leaves emerge, our feath-
ered friends accompany the seasonal transition with song and 
dance. Gardeners are soon to join in with a percussive clamor of gar-
dening tools as they prep the soil for new plantings.  
 
Come to Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve to buy beautiful native 
plants and to learn of their importance to birds, insects, and other 
wildlife. Join us for a fun filled day of art, science, bird watching, 
games, gardening, and celebration of urban birds. Learn how to be-
come a citizen scientist and a backyard conservationist by creating a 
wildlife habitat, observing birds in your neighborhood, and sending 
the data to scientists at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. Creat-
ing a wildlife habitat or haven for birds is simple and requires you to 
provide 4 things -- food, water, cover, and a place to rear their young. 
By planting native plants in your yard, you will accomplish 3 of the 4. 
Birmingham Audubon Society and local native plant experts will 
teach you how to provide all of the above with educational and fun 
activities during the second annual Ruffner Mountain Native Plant 
Sale. This event is free, open to the public, and will be fun for fami-
lies and people of all ages. Plant material provided by Stoneshovel. 
Proceeds from plant sales will benefit Ruffner Mountain Nature Pre-
serve, environmental education, and the propagation of native plants 
for future restoration projects. 
 
Learn how our lifestyles and everyday choices seriously impact what-
ever habitat birds find in the city. Whether you live close to a park, 
have a yard, or only a balcony, by observing how birds survive in 
such close proximity to humans, you'll be helping researchers learn 
more about how well America's urban birds are doing on a local 
level.   
 
Urban birds rely on the seeds, berries, and insects native plants pro-
vide, so it only makes sense that if we plant native plants in our ur-
ban landscapes, we will have plenty of resident birds and probably a 
few migratory birds as well! Create a habitat garden. Even in the 
midst of the concrete and congestion of the city, your urban oasis will 
connect you to nature and reward you with a glimpse into the natural 
world and into the lives of birds. Their presence in our lives is truly 
something to celebrate! 
 
If you would like to volunteer to work the sale or help set up the sale, 
please contact Michelle Reynolds at coverings@bham.rr.com or call 
914-7077.  
For more information regarding the Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve check out the links 

below: 

http://www.ruffnermountain.org/ 

 

http://www.ruffnermountain.org/index.php?

option=com_content&view=article&id=148&Itemid=102 

 

http://www.stoneshovel.com/services/nativeplants.html 

 

http://www.birminghamaudubon.org/birdingfldtrips/field-trips 

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center is interested in cultivating its rela-

tionship with state chapters of the Native Plant Society. The Wildflower Center 

has a wealth of native plant educational resources available that may be of inter-

est to our chapter members. Below is a list of some of their offerings. They hope to 

keep our chapter apprised of new happenings and information related to native 

plant education and conservation. 

Native Plant Information Network (NPIN), http://cts.vresp.com/c/?

LadyBirdJohnsonWildf/4e93344c6c/e5aea848aa/9d1a60ed08  

 

Go Native U Lunchtime Webinars, http://cts.vresp.com/c/?

LadyBirdJohnsonWildf/4e93344c6c/e5aea848aa/3e35731821  

 

Exploring the Native Plant World Teacher Curriculum, http://cts.vresp.com/

c/?LadyBirdJohnsonWildf/4e93344c6c/e5aea848aa/575af2e8a2  

 

Native Plant Image Gallery, http://www.wildflower.org/gallery/  

 

Mr. Smarty Plants Q&A, http://cts.vresp.com/c/?

LadyBirdJohnsonWildf/4e93344c6c/e5aea848aa/82ed7fe2f0  

 

How to Articles, http://cts.vresp.com/c/?

LadyBirdJohnsonWildf/4e93344c6c/e5aea848aa/eac3234540  

 

Sustainable Sites Initiative, http://cts.vresp.com/c/?

LadyBirdJohnsonWildf/4e93344c6c/e5aea848aa/e2b35b0e09 

 

Alice Nance, Education Manager   anance@wildflower.org 

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at The University of Texas at Austin 

4801 La Crosse Avenue, Austin, TX 78739  

Phone: 512-232-0122    FAX: 512-232-0156     

APRIL 2012 NEWS 

43rd Annual 

 
The 2012 Spring Plant Sale will be held in the former Mazer's location on Greensprings in 

Homewood on April 12 - 15. We'll begin the weekend with the preview party on Thursday, 

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. The Members-Only Sale will immediately follow on Thursday, 6:30 - 8:30 

p.m. This year will also introduce the inaugural Junior Board event, Tunes 'n Blooms, a new 

opportunity for our younger patrons to shop the sale and mingle amid a soundtrack provided 

by a local Birmingham musician. 

April 12-15, 2012 

Former Mazers location on Greensprings Avenue in Homewood 

816 Green Springs Hwy, Homewood, AL 35209 

Schedule of Events: 

Thursday, April 12 
Brio Tuscan Grille's Preview Party: 5 - 6:30 p.m. 

Friday, April 13 
Public Sale: 9 - 5 p.m. (Free) 

Tunes 'n Blooms: 6 - 8 p.m. 

Saturday, April 14 

Public Sale: 9 - 5 p.m. (Free) 

Sunday, April 15 

CALENDAR for Blanche Dean Wildflower Events 

 

Saturday, March 31 - Field Trip to Perry Lakes – The Blanche 

Dean Chapter of AWS has been invited by Dr. Thomas Wilson of 

Judson College to help identify native plants at Perry Lakes this 

spring. Since it is approximately a 1 ½ hour drive , We will meet 

@ 8:00AM behind the gas station in front of Wal-Mart @ exit 238 

(Alabaster, after the tank farm exit). We will caravan from there 

to Perry Lakes .  Bring a picnic lunch. Check out their website: 
http://www.perrylakes.org/ 

 

Monday April 2 – Meeting at the BBG starting at 7:00PM- 

Speaker Kate LeCroy. 

 

Sat. April 21st - Collins Gulf, TN (GREAT PLACE!!!, pretty 

difficult 3 miles in down hill, three miles back out. 2 huge water-

falls, trilliums/ showy orchids, etc.) – Field Trip led by Rachel 

Young. 

 

April 13, 14, 15 AWS Meeting in Blount County . 

 

April 27-29, AWS goes to the Wildflower Pilgrimage in Gatlin-

burg, Tenn. 

 

Audubon Mountain Workshop May 10-13. 

 

 Sat., May 5 – Field trip Mark and Sharon Leader’s 40 acre 

property in Blount County . 

 

Sun. June 3rd (half day) - Keel Mtn. for Morefield's leather-

flower – Field Trip led by Rachel Young. 

 

Monday , June 4 –Wendy Jackson from the Freshwater Land 

Trust will be our speaker for out meeting at the BBG starting at 

7:00PM 

 

Monday , September 10 – Meeting at the BBG starting at 

7:00PM 

 
All hikes led by Rachel Young: Please note your hike list to contact her 

at ryoung256@yahoo.com for hike meeting place/time and other infor-

mation about the hike 

Some of our members went on a 

field trip this past Saturday and 

saw these beauties… 

 

Can you name these wildflow-

ers found on a  Bluebell hike at 

Sinks on Monte Sano  ? 
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